Yugoslavs 
Note Loss | 
O f ‘Friend ? 

Prom News Dispatches 

The death of Nikita Khrush- 
chev was mourned in Yugosla- 
via yesterday as the loss of “a 
friend.” In Albania, the for- 
mer Soviet premier was de- 
nounced as a corruptor of 
Communism. But elsewhere in 
Communist countries his pass- 
ing was barely noted. 

The Yugoslav press hailed 
Khrushchev as “the man under 
whom Stalinist ice started to 
crack.” In a special article, the 
Belgrade daily “Politika” re- 
capitulated all the key points 
of the J.955 “Belgrade Declara- 
tion” in which the Soviet 
Union under Khrushchev rec- 
ognized the right of other 
Communist countries to pur- 
sue their own roads to social- 
ism. 

“Borba,” the organ of the 
Socialist Alliance of Working 
People, published a front page 
editorial in which Khrushchev 
was portrayed as “a friend.” 
The prominent treatment 
given to Khrushchev’s death 
preceded by just 10 days a 
visit by Soviet Communist 
Party chief Leonid Brezhnev, 
his first since 1966. 

Pro-China Albania took its 
own course by announcing the 
death and accusing Khrush- 
chev of having “introduced 
capitalism” into the Soviet 
Union. ■ , ■ ' ■ 

Other exceptions to absolute 
official silence occurred in 
Hungary and Poland where of- 
ficial media simply reported 
, the fact of Khrushchev's 
death, in both cases quoting 
from Western news sources. 
Outside Eastern Europe, the 
Communist regime in Cuba; 
had issued no word of the 
death up to eight hours after 
the first mews was dispatched 
from Moscow. 

An official Havana radio sta- 
tion, which broadcasts news 
continuously, made no men- 
tion of the death. The official 
newspaper “Granma” was not 
published over the weekend. 

China, whose relations with 
Moscow deteriorated sharply 
during Khrushchev’s tenure, 
maintained silence, as did the 
governments of North Korea 
and North Vietnam. 

The Communist Party of 
Italy sent condolences to 
Khrushchev’s widow and said 
the former leader was “a sin- 
cere friend of our people.” 


